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The San Antonio River Walk boasts over 
15 linear miles of continuous trail along 
the river through the center of the city 
from Brackenridge Park to Mission Espada. 
All hike and bike trail users should be 
prepared, safe and courteous and observe 
posted hours for trail use. Proper hike and 
bike trail etiquette will help ensure that 
everyone safely enjoys the hike and bike 
trails, so please practice the following:

Pedestrians:

•	Stay to your right on the trail, leaving 
room for others to pass you on your left

•	Be aware of your surroundings; if listening 
to music, keep the volume low enough to 
hear external voices and sounds

•	If there are small children in your group, 
make sure they stay by your side and safe 
from other traffic on the trail

•	Keep your pets on short leashes — leashes 
going across the trail can be hazardous to 
others — and please pick up after pets

• Come prepared to enjoy the trail by 
wearing proper shoes and by bringing 
water and sunscreen

Bicyclists:

• Always wear a helmet

•	Pass on the left; let all others on the trail 
know you are approaching by calling out 
“Rider(s) on your left,” and thank them 
after passing

•	Be aware of your surroundings; slow 
down when sight lines are poor and when 
approaching pedestrians

•	Ride at a casual speed; streets are more 
appropriate for higher speeds

•	Come prepared to enjoy the trail by 
making sure your equipment is in proper 
working order and by bringing water, 
sunscreen and an extra tube with tools

Non-motorized water craft are allowed in three areas of the River Walk. Please 
note, these trails are not connected and users will need to use the proper access 
points to move between them over land. 
·	 River Walk between East Nueva Street and South Alamo Street, with the access 

point just north of East Guenther Street
·	 River Walk between South Alamo Street and the railroad bridge north of Lone 

Star Boulevard, with the access point just north of the railroad bridge
·	 River Walk from Lone Star Boulevard to south of Loop 410 near Mission Espada, 

with multiple access points along the Mission Reach
Rivers are ever-changing, dynamic systems 
with inherent dangers, so please 
remember the following safety tips:
•	Inflatable boats or water craft and 

paddle boats are not allowed.
•	Make sure your paddling skills are equal 

to the water conditions and proceed at 
your own risk.

•	Paddle with at least one other person.
•	Know your limits of swimmers rescue and self-rescue 

on rivers.
•	Tell someone not paddling with you of your paddling plan and stick to your plan.
•	Make sure your equipment is in proper working order.
•	Check weather and river conditions prior to paddling.
•	Always wear a properly adjusted, Coast Guard approved personal flotation 

device and bring a whistle or other sound producing device for use in emergency 
situations.

•	Reduce injuries by wearing protective footgear and carrying drinking water, 
sunscreen and insect repellent.

•	Pack out your trash to help preserve the river; no glass or styrofoam containers.
•	Please do not feed the wildlife and keep your pets on a leash.

The San Antonio River Walk is open every day of 
the year. Most of the River Walk is open 24 hours 
including from East Mulberry Avenue to Eagleland 
Plaza, which is between South Alamo Street 
and Lone Star Boulevard. However, the hours of 
operation for the River Walk through Brackenridge 
Park, between East Hildebrand Avenue and East 
Mulberry Avenue, are 5:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m., and 
the Mission Reach section of the River Walk (south 
of Eagleland Plaza) is only open from dawn to dusk 
as a natural area.

Please use caution as some hike and bike trails 
and paddling trails may become closed for repairs 
or maintenance. Additionally, please use caution 
during and immediately following inclement 
weather conditions as some hike and bike trails 
and paddling trails, particularly along the Mission 
Reach section of the River Walk, may become 
temporarily impaired due to heavy rains and high 
water.

For emergency assistance, please call 911.

For non-emergencies, please call 210-207-7273.


